The Reno Council of the US Navy League has announced that they will be hosting a dinner to honor the surviving crewmen of the Battleship USS Nevada, (BB 36).  The Nevada, commissioned in 1916, was attacked at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, and served with great distinction throughout the war. As the only battleship to get underway during the Pearl Harbor attack the Nevada has held a special place in Pearl Harbor history.  She participated in the D-Day, Iwo Jima and Okinawa landings and earned 7 battle Stars for her service in WWII.  Decommissioned in 1946, her crew has remained close by establishing the USS Nevada Association.

The Reno Council sponsored the commissioning of the present USS Nevada, a ballistic missile submarine (SSBN 733), in 1986 and has maintained strong ties with the boat and her crews since that time.  When the Council became aware that the USS Nevada Association was planning a reunion in Reno the members felt it represented a great opportunity to unite the former crewmen of the battleship with the crew of the present USS Nevada.  Kai Wallis, Reno Council President, said ”This is a historically significant opportunity to say thanks to the present and former defenders of our freedom”.

Reno Council members contacted the president of the USS Nevada Association and volunteered to help make their reunion a memorable one.  The Association members will arrive in Reno on October 7, travel to Carson City on the 8th to meet the Governor and visit the USS Nevada Memorial.  They will then go to the Nevada Museum to see the Battleship Nevada memorabilia.  The silver service that was given to the ship was one of the most remarkable ever given to a naval vessel.  Being the “Silver State” Nevadans went out of their way to give the sailors the best.  Most of the surviving members have never seen the beautiful silver service on display at the Museum.

When the Navy League members found out that the Association had no plans for Saturday night, October 9, they immediately went to work planning a dinner honoring the Battleship veterans and getting them together with some of the present day crewmen of the submarine which is based in Bangor, WA.  A ballroom was reserved at the hotel where they were staying.  Individuals began to volunteer their services and interest is growing very quickly.  Wallis said “It’s almost as if the people of Nevada see this dinner as a chance to thank these few survivors for their service to America and Americans.  It is even more special that they gave their service under the name of Nevada”.

The dinner will be Harrah’s on October 9 at 6:00pm. The Public is invited to attend this dinner to honor the USS Nevada survivors.  For information contact Reno Council Navy League at kaiwallis@hotmail.com or by calling 775 853-4320.

